Chapter XXVI

VISITS TO THE TRIBES AND THE FIRST
PEACE CONFERENCE IN SEIYUN

Smoked the calumet, the Peace Pipe,

As a signal to the nations.                         LONGFEIIOV.

BEFORE we went to Seiyun I had a remariable caller, 'Ali bin Habreish,
paramount chief of the Hamumi, who came with some of his followers
to interview me privately "in the villa.

The Hamumi are a large tribe of over 7,000 warriors who have long
been on bad terms with the Qu'aitL There is no doubt that the Qu'aiti
Government on the coast had suffered much from them, but equally, no
doubt, that the tribe had been badly and unwisely handled. Eighteen
years before, the advisers of the Qu'aiti Sultan had thought that the best way
of settling the Hamumi question was to invite all the chiefs to a party in
Shihr and there murder them. This was done and *Ali bin Habreish's
father, whom he had succeeded, was amongst those murdered. From that
day 'M bin Habreish had not entered Shihr, though from time to time
the Qu'aiti Government had purchased a year's truce from him at the price
of two thousand dollars a year. His history rather explains 'All He was
of medium height, unkempt and covered in indigo. Under no drcuia-
stances would he consent to wear more than his indigo-dyed loincloth and
another doth wound over his shoulder like a shawl1 On his head he wort
the triangular bandages-like cap of the out and out bedu. Furthermore be
never washed. He hated the towns and for the most part hated buildings,
though he owned two dars at GheilbinYomein, and AlKhamt *TheIattcr
place had no other building than his solitary dar perched on a spur of a
wadi, and I do not think there was another in all that desolate landscape
within fifty miles of it In the towns his eyes were always fearful, sijspkfora
and shifty. . Only once in our talk did I sec that expression fcave his fice

1 Later he invited me to stay with him, but insisted that I too shodd
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